
 

 
Presidentõs Message. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Norm White# 5840    

Friendship. It has become one of the reasons Sharon and I belong to the  

club. By attending Rallies and Caravans throughout the Club we have met 

many wonderful people. Our snowbirds have dispersed to warmer climes in 

Florida, Arizona and elsewhere. Word comes back that Joe & Peggy from 

Colorado say hi. It's a small world.  

  

For those of us who haven't packed away our bicycles, Joe & Peggy are leading the Door 

County Bicycle Rally before the International. Thirty -five to fifty miles per day of riding thru 

beautiful Door County. See the Blue Beret for more information.   

  

Closer to home, we await winters bite to leave. Our trailer isn't stored away and can be 

used during the winter. It's been a little too brutal to visit this year. Looking forward to the 

first rally of the year. Hope to see you there.   

  

VALENTINES LUNCHEON  ð We had 21 members attend the Valentines Luncheon at 

Starved Rock. The weather cooperated and we had a wonderful time. After lunch we got 

together in the lodge for a catch -up of what we've been doing over the winter. Later we 

went to the Illinois Lock and Dam and watched eagles fly.   

  

APRIL RALLY  ð The rally will be held at the Lee County Fairground at Amboy. A rally 

agenda will be posted later.  Arrive anytime after 12 pm but the building will not be avail-

able until 3 pm. due to the Annual Ag Expo.   

please contact    Norm White (312-952-9916, nswhite5840@gmail.com) or Sue Chesnut 

(815-874-3307)  

  

ROCKFORD FLYIN  ð No information is available on the web site, yet. You can 

check http://www.flyrfd.com/airfest.html  for information. If you plan on attending 

please contact Norm White (312-952-9916, nswhite5840@gmail.com)  
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 2009 

Calendar of Events  

Christmas Luncheon,                                  

Epicurean Restaurant                      

4431 W. Roosevelt, Hillside 

Happy to See you Luncheon          

Travelers Rest,                            

Dade City, Florida  Date TBA  

Valentines Luncheon                     

Starved Rock State Park                                  

Lodge Restaurant  

ñSpring Flingò Luncheon                                                 

White Pines State Park  

Lodge Restaurant  

ñRockford Flyinò,                                  

Rockford, IL Airport  

Caravan to Madison  

Family Rally,  Thomson          

Causeway, Thomson, IL  

Hobo/Buddy Rally                                                  

Thanksgiving                       

Installation Rally                  

Lee County Fairgrounds  

Lee county Fairgrounds,                  

Amboy, TBA  

January 27        

12 Noon  

Dec.6 , 2008             

12 Noon  

February 27             

12 Noon  

March 7          

12 Noon  

April 24/26  

June 5/7  

Mystery Rally,                                

Summer /Mystery Rally TBA  

July 23/26  

Aug. 7/9           

Time TBA  

Sept. 25/27   

Oct. 23/25       

Time TBA  

June TBA  

 President:   Norm White                     

Editor:  Martha Clark                       

www.wbcci.org                        

Amboy, IL  Home Of Northern Illinois  

ñHillbilly Havenò                                                                   

Region 5 Rally Brandenburg, 
Sept. 16/20  

 

Chicago, Northern, Illinois  

First Vice President Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carol Dixon#2144                 

________________________ 

FEED BACK NEEDED  

 

We are still accepting inputs for next year's activities.   We were looking at the po-
tentials for the use of state parks in the three states that are within 120 miles of the 
center of gravity of our membership. We had people look them over at the Starved 
Rock luncheon and got some good feedback on some as well as other places the 
Northern and Midwest units have used in the past. Also, we need to consider what 
kinds of activities the members want at these rallies and food service.  Contact 
Carol at dwightdixon@yahoo.com,  or call (815) 344 ï1375  

  

mailto:nswhite5840@gmail.com
http://www.flyrfd.com/airfest.html
mailto:nswhite5840@gmail.com
http://www.wbcci.org
mailto:dwwightdixon@yahoo.com


Northern Illinois Unit Office  

President   

Norm White #5840 

(312) 497-1819 

 nswhite5840@gmail.com 

 

First Vice President  

Carol Dixon #4i22                                      
(815) 344-1375                                       
dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

 

Second Vice President    

Position to be filled 

 

Secretary   

Anita Koch # 2809 

(847)548-0141, 

 robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

Treasurer   

Sue Chesnut #1262 

(815)874-3307, 

 kiltiecontra@msn.com 

 

Immediate Past President , 

Bob Whitesell #1775 

(773)286-8278,  

whitesellrrt@yahoo.com      

Northern Illinois Trustees  

Terry Chesnut , #1262, 1 years 

(815)874-3307 

kiltiecontra@msn.com 

 

David Clark , #3137, 2 years 

(773)761-0998  

clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Wayne Kortum ,  #25613, 3 years      

(708)331-7296 

 

Bob Koch , #2809, 1 year 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

Joe Rodgers , #2783, 2 year              

(815)539-7040 

scotty1@theramp.ne 

 

Dick DeHahn #1188, 3 years                                   

(815) 235-3906                                          

rldehahn@ionthenet,com 

 

Editor ð Martha  Clark          

clarkooij@aol.com                          

www.holland1.org 

Webmaster ðDwight Dixon  

http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/   

dwightdixon@yahoo.com   
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Northern Illinois Unit Caravan Madison, Wisconsin ñ Nancy Morrison  

  

We are currently waiting to decide if we are going to have a unit caravan to 

the International Rally at Madison, Wisconsin, until the April meeting at Am-

boy.  

Some members but not enough are interested in a caravan, cost and plan-

ning are some considerations in the decision to have this caravan.  

Making reservations in Michigan and Wisconsin is difficult, since people make 

reservations so much ahead of time and fill the campgrounds early. A deci-

sion will be made after the meeting, to have or not to have a unit caravan to 

Clarence and Willie Mae Brown   9795  

6900 Ulmerton Rd #208  

Largo, Florida 34641  

727 -536 -8905  

 

Tony and Angeline Torres 9072  

732 Oak Ave.  

Aurora, IL 60506  

630 -896 -4830  

 

ADRESS CORRECTION               

Bud and Marlis Hutchinson      

2004 Audubon Ave. Apt 511  

Phone is 630 -428 -4407  

 

 

 

 

 

Al & Marilyn Gustafson 
2424 - 41st Street, Apt. 58 
Moline, IL 61265-5073                  
309-764-3903                                
gustafson55@sbcglobal.net 

UNIT MAIL - IN BALLOT  

CANDIDATES FOR INTERNATIONAL OFFICE AND                                                             
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS                                                                        

SEE THE BLUE BERET FOR DETAILS  

Don McKelvay   -  Nominating Committee candidate  

Roy B Bernd     -  Nominating Committee candidate  

Leo Garvey       -  Nominating Committee candidate (from the floor)  

 

The ballot will have:   

  
1)   3 names of those running for the IBT nominating committee.  
 
2)   Vision Statement. 
  
3)   Mission Statement. 
  
4)   Delegate Motion.  
  
Return Ballot to Unit Secretary Anita Koch, prior to April 24, (the April Rally).   

mailto:nswhite5840@gmail.com
mailto:robert.koch@worlnet.att.ney
mailto:kiltiecontra@msn.com
mailto:kiltircontra@msn.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
http://www.holland1.org
http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
mailto:dwightdixon@yahoo.com
http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
mailto:gustason55@sbcglobal.net
http://region12.wbcci.net/files/2008/11/resumemckelvay.pdf
http://region12.wbcci.net/files/2008/11/berndresume.pdf
http://region12.wbcci.net/files/2009/03/resumegarvey.pdf


Hospitality/Sunshine   

Peg Bauling #6551 

(815)946-2401 

 

Legislative  - David Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Membership  - Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

The following positions are 

open.  If you are interested 

in assuming responsibili-

ties for any of these posi-

tions, please contact Norm 

White, President.  

 

¶ Chaplain  

¶ Ethics & Grievance  

¶ Family & Youth  

¶ Parliamentarian  

Editor   - Martha Clark #3137 
(773)761-0998 
Clarkooij@aol.com 
www.holland1.org 
 

Publicity  - Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

Webmaster  - Dwight Dixon #4122 
(815)344-1375 

dwightdixon@yahoo.com                   

Caravan  - Carol Dixon #4122                             

(815) 344 -1375 

dwightdixon@yahoo.co 

 

Constitution and Bylaws           

Bob Whitesell #1775 

(773) 286 -8278 

Whitesellrobert@yahoo.com 

 

Historian  - Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com                             

www.holland1.org 
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 IBT Mid -Winter Rally/Meeting, 2009 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Martha Clarkó3137 

A General Observation by a Regular Member   

For close to four years David and 

I, on our travels throughout the 

US, have listened to many sea-

soned WBCCI members express 

their opinions on how IBT does 

not reflect the concerns of many  

members.  David and I decided to 

attend the IBT Winter Rally in 

Texas this year in an effort to 

gain what hopefully would be a 

more objective understanding of 

what the IBT does.  

Attending the Rally as regular 

members was a most informative 

experience for us. It was impor-

tant to get to know who our lead-

ers are and what it is that each 

are responsible for, and what 

their expressed philosophy is for 

WBCCI, which I was not able to 

define.  

An open forum presented all at-

tending members the opportunity 

to express their concerns for the 

clubðit seemed a valuable tool. 

Clearly, such presentations brings 

agreement and disagreement to 

the open. That is the point, com-

munication provides information 

that hopefully leads to discussion 

followed by an agreed solution, 

but that did not happen. It seems 

that all  members wanting to 

participate, including members 

who are unable to attend the 

meeting should have been pro-

vided an opportunity to partici-

pate, especially with the availabil-

ity today of electronic communi-

cation. To my surprise and disap-

pointment only a few regular 

members were present at the 

meeting and even fewer partici-

pated in the open forum. That I 

found troubling as it was an op-

portunity lost.  

When I listened to our leaders I 

felt encouraged as to their sincer-

ity and hard work, but on the 

other hand I was discouraged by 

the lack of urgency to the press-

ing needs of the WBCCI, and 

their timidity in solving the prob-

lems pressing in on our club.  

I know from what many seasoned 

members have shared with us 

and what they think needs to 

change, are the same concerns 

expressed in the 20/20 Survey. 

The fact that the 20/20 was not 

acted on at the IBT meeting ex-

emplifies what appears to be a 

disconnect  between regular 

members and our leadership. It 

seems that unless IBT responds 

to some of the recommendations 

in the 20/20 Survey it may well 

find itôs way as the survey of ten 

years ago ð shelved ð and again 

we will maintain the status quo 

which today means a continued 

decline in membership.  

I left the IBT Winter Rally no less 

proud to be a member of WBCCI, 

but also felt a compelling urgency 

that the leadership needs to do 

something soon to adjust to the 

current declining status of our 

club. We have a statistically sig-

nificant downturn in membership, 

so significant in fact that unless 

we turn the table this club may 

well be at the end of the road in 

five to seven years. In addition 

other forces are bearing down on 

us such as the economy with a 

deepening recession, a volatile 

and falling market, and our or-

ganization operating in a deficit.  

An excellent presentation by Air-

stream Chairman, Larry Huttle, 

did not go unnoticed as it brought 

home a point that may also force 

the hand of our club. In his talk 

he spoke about the dramatic 

changes the Airstream Company 

is making to redefine themselves 

to current and future economic 

conditions. They are changing 

their focus from the retirement 

demographic to a younger clien-

tele making smaller and lighter 

trailers. This is a group of people  

WBCCI, seems to be unable to 

attract. Airstream is aware that if 

they do not make immediate 

changes the company may not 

survive. What makes us think we 

do not need to make changes so 

we have a chance to survive? 

Members who participated in the 

20/20 Survey gave some real 

thought and insights that may 

make a difference for our club. 

Though only 20 percent of the 

membership participated it is no 

excuse to ignore their effort.  

Today members are not attending 

the International like they used 

to. Members are traveling less.  

Some are selling their trailers and 

motor homes and yet others are 

just not renewing their member-

ship, and new members do not 

offset the loss. It will do well for 

IBT and all of us to take notice 

how the Airstream Company and 

many other companies and or-

ganizations are changing rapidly 

to adjust to todayôs environment.  

I noticed at the IBT that our Con-

stitution appears to hold us back 

from making changes effectively 

and efficiently. We should re-

member it is a man made docu-

ment and can be changed to 

meet the current needs of the 

club it serves. As it is, it seems as 

though we are serving an out of 

touch Constitution while the Con-

stitution should be serving a 21st 

century membership.   

We are not the club of the 

1970ôs, 80ôs or 90ôs but we have 

the potential to be a successful 

club today if we adjust to the 

reality of our present history.  

All members, regardless of 

position should have a collective 

courage and passion to change a 

dated paradigm and explore all 

possible options available to us 

and create a new direction for the 

club we all love.  

mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
mailto:robert.koch@worldnet.att.net
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
mailto:robert.koch@worldnet.att.net
mailto:dwightdixon@yahoo.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
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If you like to join this unique group --                                      -- Sharing the Spirit of Friendship                     

Please contact NIU Membership Director Robert Koch at (847) 548 -0141 or robert.koch@worldnet.att.net.  

W hile traveling around the good old USA this past season 

I talked with a number of Hensley Hitch owners concern-

ing hitch maintenance and found a wide variance espe-

cially when it came to greasing the spring bars. As a rela-

tively new owner of the hitch I set about reviewing the 

maintenance requirements and also reading the ñSummer 

2008ò Hensley Newsletter.  I found the article ñHitch 

Tipsò by Jarrod Robbins quite informative, especially 

when it came to the two grease fittings that hold the 

spring bars in place. In addition, the article stated that 

you could purchase an emergency kit from Hensley Mfg., 

with various parts including an extra set of grease fittings 

which is a good idea to have on hand when you are on 

the road. I called Mr. Robbins, ordered the emergency kit 

and talked to him about the maintenance requirements. 

He strongly emphasized the need to grease the spring 

bar fittings before an extended trip and every 500 towing 

miles , or you could possibly cause serious damage to the 

grease fittings that hold the spring bars in place precipi-

tating a hitch failure. He also reminded me to make cer-

tain that the strut bars are tight at every hookup, check 

the U -bolts which clamp the frame bracket to the trailer 

every 5000 towing miles,  torque these nuts to 45 ft. lbs, 

and at least once a year grease the hitch ball and cou-

pler.   I installed a grease fitting into the coupler so I donôt 

have to remove the hitch to accomplish this. His advice is 

if you want to play it safe and keep the hitch working 

properly, it is best to strictly follow the manufactures 

maintenance recommendations.  

Another thought! With gasoline prices so high this past 

summer I reduced my speed while towing our Airstream 

to between 55 to 60 mph and you guessed it, we in-

creased our gas mileage 14% or an average of 1 1/2 

mpg. That may not sound like much, but at $4.00 per 

gallon we saved around $150.00 on our trip to Bozeman, 

Montana, and back. Something to think about.  

                _________________________  

Hensley Hitch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Clark #3137    

Maintenance and Other Thoughts  

_______________________

Region 5 dinner At Sarasota, Florida                                                        

___________________________                                                            

A lovely Gathering : Ninety - three Region 5 members attended the Region dinner in Sarasota, Florida. Eight members from 

Northern Illinois where present at this lovely, happy and spirited gathering. Region 5 President and First Lady Bob and Lee M oye rs 

where the gracious host and hostess. Wag Wagnon is PP of NIU( 1989) and Past International President.  

Left to right are David Clark, warren and Linda Dotten 

Norma and Tom Collier, Jim and Bobbie Matkovich  

    Wag Wagnon     

and Martha Clark  

To the right side are Past Presidents Nancy and 

Bob Morrison with members of another unit  

Attention: Newly designed unit T -shirts!!**  Designed by Northern Illinois members.  

We will have Northern Illinois T -Shirts available for viewing at the April Rally. They are indigo with our 

logo over the heart. Prices are S -M-L-XL -  $10, XXL -  $12, XXXL $14.   
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2009  

Region 5                                    

Calendar of Events  

April 26            
Springtime in Kentucky  

National Caravan  

Region 5 Luncheon       

International Rally     

Madison, WI  

Sept. 13 - 15  Computerfest Rally  

Meade County Fairgrounds  

Brandenburg, KY  

Sept. 16 - 20  
ñHillbilly Havenò  

Region 5 Annual Rally  

Meade County fairgrounds  

Brandenburg, KY  

April 26 -              

May 17  

 

           

Editorõs Note:   Correction 

A  notice was printed in the last newsletter that incorrectly stated 

that Juanita Dayõs daughter had passed away. Juanita Day called me 
and said that her daughter is alive and well.  
 
My sincere apologies for this error.  

Vrolijke verjaardag                                                                                           

  

04/05 Bobbie Matkovich  

04/08 Martha Clark  

04/12 Lillian Kortum  

04/12 Yvonne "Bonnie" Crammond  

04/22 Joe Rodgers  

05/17 Ron Goyke  

05/27 Harry Jamison  

  

                      

Mary and Ron Dahlberg And  

Grandchildren, Tom, Ann and Tessa  

We wish to thank our friends and acquaintances for the outpouring of 
prayers, thoughts and condolences, gratefully received by ourselves 
and our grandchildren upon the passing of our daughter, Jan, at age 
52. She fought cancer for the past eight years and succumbed to it Janu-
ary first. Our appreciation to all who expressed condolences. 

Officers and Members of the Northern Illinois Unit Express their condolences to 

Ron and Mary and their grandchildren for the loss of their daughter and mother.                                                                                                                        

Below the family express their thanks for your support in this  time.  

January Luncheon at Travelerôs Rest in Florida 

We had 21 members attend the luncheon. The weather was good as well as the food. 

The six couples from Northern Illinois Unit that are staying at Travelers Rest, as well as 

the three couples who winter in the area, came to the outing. Our next Florida outing is 

the Sarasota Rally at the end of February. Some of us are just going to drive down for 

the day they have the Region 5 dinner. Rulene Aarup  

As published on the Web -site, by Dwight Dixon.  No article or pictures were submitted.  

 

  

                                

 

04/12/75 Mike & Christine Anderson Rita  
05/07/55 Harry & Judy Jamison 
  

ñSpring Fling Luncheonò  

Seventeen members showed up at White Pines Lodge for a good hearty meal. Unfor-

tunately, the weather did not cooperate and it rained keeping our outdoor activities 

brief. It was a good spring rain. A harbinger of things to come.         

 By Norm White.        No pictures were submitted .                                                                                             

Valentines Luncheon  

We had super weather with temperatures in the 50ôs for the outing. Twenty people 

attended. Food was good. President Norm White and first mate, Sharon hosted the 

party and prepared the valentine treat bags. Some of us went out on the veranda to 

watch the eagles soaring over the Illinois River. Four couples went down to the locks 

on the river and to get a close up look at them. We observed about a dozen eagles, but 

they said there were over 200 of them fishing in the open water below the dam last 

week. This week the river ice has broken up and the eagles have spread out. There 

was also a barge moving upstream through the locks.  

As published on the Website, by Dwight Dixon. No article or pictures were submitted.  


