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. It's hard to believe that the year is gone already. | was able to
Remainder of 2009 Schedule accomplish most of what | set out to do. | am glad we got new
coffee pots. The projector has turned into a nice aid. We visited
many places and had unique experiences. The Epicurean for

Sept, Hobo/Buddy Rally Christmas, the beautiful weather at Starved Rock, my first In-
2527 Lemands Lakesi dgrnd&liynalRend e Hail storm at Kieler are among our memories. Many peo-
Marengo, IL ple helped along the way and | thank you. However, | could not have accom-

o e e plished any of this without the help of my wife, Sharon. Thank you, dear. |
53 o5 Rally Lee county Fairgrounds  Wish Carol Dixon a good and productive year in her presidency.

Amboy, IL

First Vi ce Pdagoisn dent 0s M

At the Thomson Family Rally, as incoming president, | in-
formed the attendees of some of the events | have been
working on for the upcoming year. The plans are evolving
and are far from complete, but | would like to share what
i we have so far.

My first rally, that | will be responsible for is the Thanksgiving Rally,
October 23 - 25. (See page 7and 8)

Our next event will be the Christmas Luncheon on December 5 M (see
page 9)

Traveler6s Rest Lunc h a\earenoncerthiawho wailt y
be hosting it yet, but we will have one.

February and March Luncheons - We are looking into the possibili-
ties at Fermilab in Batavia for one of the luncheons.

WIShlng all members of the N@iﬁU'Rally - April 30 - May 3, 2010 We were contacted by the
. . . Lincolnland Unit for a joint rally at the Amana Colonies close to Cedar
ern lllinois Unit a very happyFaI@dowa. They have already contacted a full service campsite and it
L looks like they have great facilities to accommodate us. There are
wonderful Than ksglvmg day M‘éﬂhh}ﬁ@ﬂjﬁ see and do in the area. Their annual Mayfest is on May
2 and 3. This will be an open ended rally, so you can come early and

famlly at home and with YOUlor stay late as you desire.
Airstream fam”y at Amboy | had my hip joint replacement surgery on August 17 . It went well

and | am now recuperating at the Woodstock Rehabilitation Center but
a\/lartha will return home shortly for more continuing therapy. | thank you for
the cards and well wishes.
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Northern lllinois Unit Officers

President , Carol Dixon #4i22
(815) 344 1375
dwightdixon@yahoo.com

First Vice President

Position to be filled

Second Vice President
Position to be filled

Secretary , Anita Koch # 2809
(847)5480141,
robert.koch@worldnet.att.net

Treasurer , Sue Chesnut #1262
(815)8743307,
kiltiecontra@msn.com

Immediate Past President ,
Norm White #5840

(312) 497-1819,
nswhite5840@gmail.com

Northern lllinois Trustees

Terry Chesnut , #1262, 1 year
(815)874-3307,

kiltiecontra@msn.com

David Clark , #3137, 1 year
(773)761-0998,
clarkooij@aol.com

Wayne Kortum , #25613, 2 years
(708)331-7296

Bob Koch , #2809, 1 year
(847)548- 01441
robert.koch@worldnet.att.net

Dick DeHahn #1188, 2 years
(815) 235-3906
rldehahn@ionthenet,com

Editor
Position to be filled

Webmaster 8 Dwight Dixon
dwightdixon@yahoo.com

http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
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Editors Note: My Reluctant Resignation

It is with regret and disappointment that |
am resigning my position as Historian and
Editor for the Northern lllinois Unit.

Let me say first of all that this is a great
job within the unit and it is with mixed
feelings that | am about to give it up. |
very much liked the creative challenge
producing a newsletter that is informative,
interesting and | hope entertaining. | en-
joyed providing news about our members
as much as this was possible and pub-
lishing upcoming events or writing about
them afterwards. | have done my very best
to contribute in a positive way to the suc-
cess of our unit by publishing consistently
an effective and a meaningful newsletter.

However, | need to resign if | am to remain
an effective member of our unit as well as
ful fildl my and
tance travel.

Should | continue as Editor | may not be
able to continue to devote the necessary
time to maintain the standards that the
membership should expect in their main
method of communication. Also | have

laid the ground work for the best possible
communication for our unit on all levels.
So as not to become stale and entrenched,
a new direction of thinking can be intro-
duced and take our newsletter further still
in imaginative and creative ways. The pos-
sibilities are limitless.

I will do my best to help the new editor in
the transition of the job as much as is
needed. | have been enriched from holding
this position, and | assure you the next
editor will also. | hope to some day be able
to contribute to the unit again in a mean-

i ngful manner .
ganizations thrive after all.

The Unit Yearbook afforded me a delight-
ful insight and understanding of our unit
and WBCCI in a way that would not have
been possible otherwise. | find it still
amazing that WBCCI on all levels is main-

tained and organized by volunteers i |
have a profound respect for what | see as

a typical WBCCI effort i accomplish some-

thing through your own effort, VOLUN-
TEER!"** It was a privilege to have served
the unit as Historian and to have had this
journey @i my first volunteer experience in
the WBCCI spirit.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank members who have made a differ-
ence in my work. Thank you to Past
President, Bob Whitesell for his support in
updating our communication possibilities
and for volunteering to print the postal
copies free of cost to the unit. Thank you
Sandy Whitesell for taking on the respon-
sibility mailing the postal copies, thus
making my work less les of a burden. To
Bill Shrader who provided the best advice,

Davi d6 sgefh§ fid tdnéfor th8 directioR & fhe d

newsletter. To Bob Manak, Webmaster of
the Wisconsin Unit, for his advice and
direction, on creating space for the news-
letter on our unitweb  -site. To Joan
Goyke, for her friendship, support and
advice concerning the Yearbooks. Thank
you to David, my husband and my daugh-
ter Monique for their unrelenting support
and patience and for proof reading my
material. Thank you Monique for teaching
and taking me deeper in the endless pos-
sibilities of the computer, it has made all
the difference. Last but not least thank
you to Past President, Nancy Morrison for
believing | could do both jobs and for giv-
ing me the opportunity.

Thank you, thank you, thank you to eve-
ryone for your kind words, notes and e
mails. | have appreciated the recognition

Thatos REGMPIMERS, ey pattered yery.

very much indeed.

The Silver City News is in need of a new
Editor and the Unit Yearbook needs a new

Historian. Is it you who will step forward

Martha Clark, Newsletter Editor and Historian
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International And Unit Duesy Dwight Dixon
Our Treasurer, Susan, would like you to send in your dues payment by November 1st, to be assured that your
name will appear in the International and local Directories. Dues are $55 for the International and $10 for our unit. You
can make it as one check for $65, payable to Northern lllinois Unit WBCCI. Dues received at Jackson Center later than

December 1st, may not allow you to qualify for the discounted International Rally fee.

Susan Chestnut

3116 Lookout Drive / 40
Rockford, IL 61109 7

Cell Phone Numbemy bwight Dixon

Most Airstreams travelers now carry cell phones Cell phones are more useful and more reliable than CB radios for call-
ing between people on larger and more spread out caravans. They are also useful to keep in touch with our frequent

travelers. At the members option, we are adding the membe
you want to be part of this program, include your cell phone number when you send in your dues check to

Susan or e-mail your cell number to dwightdixon@yahoo.com

Travels with Charleyhn steinbeck Letters To The Editor Column In The Blue E

Book recommendation, by Martha Clark By Martha Clark

| always wanted to do a book review or recommend a book in our iWe asked for it and we got it:¢

newsletter. So here it is, the last newsletter with me as Editor, and
I am making my first book recommendation. It is one | hope will
inspire members to see, feel and smell America as John Steinbeck
and his dog Charley did.

Yes indeed we got a fiLetters
the Blue Beret beginning with the September issue.

How about that??!!

Not only will we have communication coming down

Reading this book is a treat of a trip as you ride along side Charley from the leadership to the general membership, but
N | with Charleyo

and John Steinbeck across America in ATravel's ot ) rleyo. He
. . ) we will also have communication going up “to the

beautifully puts into words what we as travelers often experience. ) . .

. ) . ) . leadership from the general membership. It is a per-
His search for America exposes a culture that is uniquely American. . .

. : . - fect change and the best possible addition to our In-
To discover anew that America which he has been writing about for ) .
. . ternational Magazine the Blue Beret.

years, he decides to travel the highways and the by -ways. He
shares conversations with truckers, farmers and other travelers as iLetters to the Editoro may we
he invites them to talk over a cup of COf‘fee, often Splked with together in a team effort to address the mutual con-
whisky. It opens a reflection on the American character that proves cerns we all have for WBCCI.
to be a very interesting read. Reading this book will expand your
senses in a way you cannot imagine as you travel the highways and Thank You and Congratulations to
bi-ways on your own journeys. International President Tom Collier.

I highly recommend ATravels with-Charleyod to
travelers alike. You can travel vicariously through reading this well

written book. It is a small book but every sentence is loaded,

loaded with reflections of your thoughts, your experiences.
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NIU Committee Chairs News Makers a The Camera
Caravand Carol Dixon #4122 H Yes, | have focused my camera on you as your
(815) 344 -1375 Happy Blrthda'y

Historian and Editor for three years, recording

dighidben@yehoo o 10/11 Monique Clark our events. My apologies to

Constitgtion and Bylaws iggi s/l(::yKLo::tvit those mem- | bers who did not

Bob Whitesell #1775 ) care for it. However, remem-

(773) 286 - 8278 10/23 Anita Koch )

Whitesellrobert@yahoo.com 10/24 Bob Whitesell ber pictures are worth not only
11/01 Judy Jamison a thousand words they also provide the member-

Historian 11/03 Herb Smith ship with a terrific visual in the Unit Newsletters

Position needs to be filled 11/03 Sharon White and the Unit Yearbooks. Because of the camera,
11/06 Roy Stuart our history is well documented to be enjoyed by

o . 11/16 Norm White everyone for years to come
Hospitality/Sunshine 11/19 Bob Morrison
Peg Bauling #6551 11/25 Mike Rita

(815)946-2401 ) :
11/28 Dick DeHahn Berry Bell Nominated

11/30 Wayne Kortum for Second Vice President of Region 5
Region 5 Newsletter Report

Leqislative 8 David Clark #3137
(773)761-0998

clarkooij@aol.com Happy An nive rsar}?{

Dick Heyde, Chairman of the Region 5 Commit-

Membership 5 Bob Koch #2809 10/18/69 Dwight & Carol Dixon | tee, announced that Berry Bell, from the Central
RN a 11/07/53 Chuck & Rulene AArup . . ’ .
robert.koch@worldnet.att.net Indiana Unit had been selected as the nominee

11/29/75 Dave & Dolores Mayo

Editor , for Region 5 second Vice President position. Con-
Position needs to be filled #’1 gratulation and much success to Berry Bell. |

5 learned that Berry is a very nice man and has a
Webmaster &

Dwight Dixon #4122 Some stories dondt
(815)344-1375
dwightdixon@yahoo.com

great sense of humoii a wonderful asset when
you commit yourself to such a long term respon-
sibility.

have a clear beginning,
middle, and end.

Life is about not knowing, I am very happy with the choice. | too was asked

by Dick Heyde to serve in this position. | would
have loved to have served but | believe Berry Bell

having to change,

taking the moment and

making the best of it, is by far the better choice. | hope he will make a

%\% difference for our Region and help us move suc-

ﬂ going to happen next. cessfully into an ever changing future.
Delicious ambiguity . Gilda Radner

without knowing whatds

Bill Shrader is replaced as the WBCCI 2020

9

The following positions are "= Peggy Bauling, commitee chairmaniy Damon Beals, Central
open. If you are interested Y“ﬂ Ladyo, i s r ec ov adiananlUgit. Avkeartfelt thanks goes to Bill
in assuming responsibili- her surgery for Peritonitis. Shrader who has worked tirelessly to make the

ties for any of these posi- 2020 Committee a success.
: I i i i i
tions, please contact Norm Ist VP Carol Dixon, is recovering from hip

white President surgery and is also doing well. Bonnie Nester of Northern Illinois Unit retired
from her position as WBCCI Parliamentarian and
Chaplain Chuck Aarup has been under the weather has been replaced by Dona Garner. Hope to see
this summer but is doing better. Bonnie at our next rally, and thank you, Bonnie,
Hope to see them soon again in good ~ fid- for your service. You always looked so profes-

Parliamentarian dle. Our thoughts are with you. sional up there on stage, advising our leaders.

Ethics & Grievance
Family & Youth

= =4 —a -1
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Itis quite difficult to believe or hard to
imagine that members who endured the
hail storm in Kieler, Wisconsin once more
endured a driving rain storm in Thomson,
lllinois!!** Arriving on Thursday, members
enjoyed pleasant weather and socializing
with each other while getting settled. But
then the sky grew ominous and dark. It was

an enormous rain and as you can imagine it

dropped buckets of water. We had a lake in
front of our trailer and a lake behind us, it
was disheartening for we all were
stuck in our own trailers until the
rain subsided. After the rain the
weather would promise to be
humid in almost 100 degrees
heat. But it did not dampen our
spirit. The kids had fun and were
fun to be with. Some rally mem-
bers went fishing and sightseeing
whereas others stayed behind.

Twelve trailers gathered. They
were Bob and Anita Koch, Dick
and Jean DeHahn, Andy and Janice
Houzega, Peg and Carl Bauling, David
and Martha Clark, Monique Clark, Harry
and Judy Jamison, Norm and Sharon
White, Bob and Sandy Whitesell, Dave
and Dolores Mayo, Carol and Dwight
Dixon, Linda and Warren Dotton, Marge
and Jim Kraner, 25 members total. There
were eight grandchildren. Five grandchil-
dren from Norm and Sharon: Madelyn,
Joey, Jourdyn, Hannah, and Shane. Norm

and Sharondés grandcj-

were delightful and interacted
so well and pleasantly with us
older folks. Bob and Anita
brought Justin and Jack two
handsome young man with
wonderful blonde hair. Justin
did a great artistic job on his
visor and Jack was very fast
with the puzzles. Marge and
Jim brought their grandson
Tyler, who played well with
everyone.

Activities were planned for the
children on Friday and Saturday.
Friday evening we gathered for an | 4
enjoyably wiener roast over a
campfire, with all the goodies that
go with it, but
was the fresh corn that Andy and
Janice Houzenga had brought for

-
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Thomson Causeway, Thomson, Il

=

us to enjoy and enjoy we did. It was a marvel-
ously fresh and sweet tasting cornfi now that
was a real treat. | believe we all ate too much.
¥ Saturday, we shared a delicious pot luck meal to-
gether, everyone brought a dish to share. During
the day the children enjoyed fishing and playing

M games and did an art project, painting visors,

# whereas Monique Clark and Warren Dotton went
bass fishing wearing high waders standing in knee
high water. Dwight Dixon brought his kayak to
use on the mighty Mississippi and the rest of us
enjoyed watching the various ac-
tivities or participated in some of
the games.

First Vice President, Carol Dixon
gave a presentation after the Satur-
day evening meal and did a great
job. She was sharing her plans for
the Thanksgiving Rally and she
posed the question whether or not
to have a white elephant sale or
something other than the white
elephant sale. The revenue gener-
" ated by the white elephant sale, Carol
g stated is used to help to defray to cost
~&& publishing the newsletter, the biggest
\ expenditure for all units. Also, Carol
spoke about the Christmas Luncheon
% which will be in the Crystal Lake area
- and she asked about plans or suggestions
.| for the caravan to Gillette, Wyoming. A
question session fol
tation.

Janice Houzenga raised a question about
the size of the
surplus. It generated a discus-
sion, why we have to have a
fund raiser, such as the white
elephant sale to defray to cost of
publishing the newsletter, while
there is such a large surplus in
our treasury. The issue was not
% resolved but the discussion,
raised some interesting ques-
tions.

. In the evening Warren Dotton
* had a marvelous campfire going
5 butin the end the heat or the
humidity had rally members
hunkering down inside their cool
trailers (me too). Sunday morn-
ing we slowly gathered our stuff
and left. for home.

(o]

un
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Outgoing President and First Lady Norm and Sharon White.

M embers of the Northern Illinois Unit would like to take
this opportunity to say thank you to President and First
Lady, Norm and Sharon White for their year of service.

Despite their busy work schedules and busy private lives,
they saw to it that our unit was well organize, providing
wonderful rallies in and out of Amboy.

They served the unit in a relaxed manner whith fun and
camping being their main focus. They also acquired a
digital movie projector for the unit to enjoy and use for
years to come.

Again, thank you, Norm and Sharon. You were gracious
and patient leaders at all times. Go and enjoy yourselves
on your next adventures.

Incoming President and First Mate Carol and Dwight Dixon

Congratulations and thank you to Carol Dixon for volun-
teering to take on the responsibility leading our unit for
the year 2009 -2010. Carol will lead this unit along with
her husband First Mate, Dwight Dixon in a traditional,
yet up to date manner.

Carol stated that her objective
vide a variety of activities and sites that will offer: Fun,

fell owship and some adventureo.
she encourages our members to attend the rallies and
realize Wallyds dr eam.

We wish Carol and Dwight much success and fun along
the way. Again thank you for taking on this big respon-

sibility.
THAN KSG |V| NG Rﬁdnelsi%nt Elect Carol Dixon
Our Thanksgiving Dinner welcomes our Airstream serviceable items, crafts, canned and/or baked
family and friends to enjoy the smells and bustle as goods. Any Airstream items are always welcomed.
the cooks prepare the meal. Volunteers are needed _ ) ) )
to help prepare the turkeys and dressing. Please call Region 5 President, Bob Moyers and wife Lee will be
Carol Dixon if you are planning to attend the rally in attendance and will preside at the installation.
815 -344 -1375. Letds show them a good attenda
pitality.
Saturday afternoon we wi/l hold our annual AiWhite

I
El ephant Auctiono. This is our only fund raiser for the
year. It can be a fun event. Please bring new or good



