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This bi -monthly newsletter is a publication for Airstream owners and members of the NIU --038 of the WBCCI 

 Airstreams and the Northern Illinois Unit are the very best life has to offer  

Labor Day Rally                               

Ron and Joan Goyke Farm                 

Goodland, IN  

 

 

 
 2009 

Calendar of Events 

Family Rally                                  

Thomson  Causeway, Thomson, IL 

Hobo/Buddy Rally                                                  

Lemanõs Lakeside RV Resort        

Marengo, IL  

Thanksgiving/Installation Rally                    

Lee county  Fairgrounds           

Amboy, IL                      

Mystery Rally                                           

Rustic Barn RV Park, Kieler, WI                                

July          

23-26 

August                

7-9 

Sept,           

25- 27    

Oct.             

23- 25  

 President:   Norm White                     

Editor:  Martha Clark                       

www.wbcci.org                        

Amboy, Northern Illinois Unit  

ęHillbilly HavenĚ                                                                   

Region 5 Rally Brandenburg, KY 

Sept.       

16- 20 

 

Presidentõs Message. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Norm White #5840   

The year has gone by way too fast. While I worked I watched Air-

streams travel to Madison for early setup. The Unit caravan to the 

International was led by Nancy Morrison. Thank you for your effort. 

We had 26 units at Madison. We took care of business and met old 

friends. Bob Whitesell received the Superior Merit Award for his presidency. Con-

gratulations Bob. We had a unit get together next to Dwight Dixon's trailer in the 

vintage area. And we celebrated Jim Matkovich's birthday. The Unit took third place 

in the International parade for Originality after singing a hearty rendition of Take 

Me Out to the Rally. Congratulations to the those who participated in the parade. 

And additional kudos to Linda Keutzer for coming up with the song idea.   

  

If you want a Northern Illinois t -shirt please contact Sharon, 312-497-1819 or email 

nswhite5840@gmail.com. We need 12 shirts before we can place an order and 

currently have 5. This will be the last order of the year.   

Keep the shiny side up and the greasy side down.  

  

Family Rally   

  

Sites are quickly filling up in the River Birch Loop for the Family Rally for August 7 - 

9. Thomson Causeway is the biggest recreation area on the Mississippi. You can 

check out http://www.recreation.gov  or call 800-645-0248. There will be a pot luck 

meal Saturday. Bring a dish to pass. There will be a movie and an art craft project 

for the kids, weather permitting. Call Sharon at 312 -497-1819 or email 

nswhite5840@gmail.com if you are coming.  

  

Hobo Rally   

  

The Hobo Rally will be at Lehman's Lakeside Resort in Marengo, Il for September 

25 - 27. Check out http://www.lehmansrv.com/  The rate is $35.10 per night for 

water and electric. You must call 815-923-4533 and ask for the Airstream sites to 

make a reservation. Since we are all hobos there will be no rally fee. It will be a 

laid back rally with plenty of socializing and just relax. Saturday night we will have 

hobo stew dinner. Bring a decorated #10 or larger can. Further information will 

come out in September. Check our web site for information. http://

northernillinois.wbcci.net/  Call Sharon at 312-497-1819 or email 

nswhite5840@gmail.com if you are coming.  

 

EDITORS NOTE: For those members who donôt have a computer contact Norm 

White for information. 

August            

21- 23  

June        

18- 21 

ęRockford FlyinĚ                                 

Rockford, IL  Airport                            

Caravan  to MadisonñGather at                             

Illinois Beach State Park in Zion for 

Bon Voyage Rally                   

Sept.        

4-7 

Updated Schedule 
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Northern Illinois Unit Officers  

 

President , Norm White #5840 

(312) 497-1819, 

nswhite5840@gmail.com 

 

First Vice President , 

Carol Dixon #4i22                                      
(815) 344- 1375                                       
dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

 

Second Vice President ,   

Position to be filled in the future 

 

Secretary , Anita Koch # 2809 

(847)548-0141, 

 robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

 

Treasurer , Sue Chesnut #1262 

(815)874-3307, 

 kiltiecontra@msn.com 

 

 

Immediate Past President , 

Bob Whitesell #1775 

(773)286-8278,  

whitesellrobert@yahoo.com      

Northern Illinois Trustees  

Terry Chesnut , #1262, 1 year 

(815)874-3307,  

kiltiecontra@msn.com 

 

 David Clark , #3137, 2 years 

(773)761-0998,  

clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Wayne Kortum ,  #25613, 3 years      

(708)331-7296 

 

Bob Koch , #2809, 1 year 

(847)548- 01441 

 robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

Joe Rodgers , #2783, 2 year              

(815)539-7040, 

 scotty1@theramp.net 

 

Dick DeHahn #1188, 3 years                                   

(815) 235-3906                                          

rldehahn@ionthenet,com 

 

Editor ð Martha  Clark          

clarkooij@aol.com                          

www.holland1.org 

Webmaster ðDwight Dixon  

http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/   

dwightdixon@yahoo.com   

 

August/September, 2009                                           Silver City News Page 3  

 

______________________________________________________________  

We Fear Our Own Mistakes For Fear They Make Us Vulnerable? 

 

Golf ball size hail pounded our Airstreams at 

a force of 100 Miles per hour leaving trailers 

and tow vehicles badly damaged.  

A severe storm socked the tri -  state area not 

only damaging our cars and Airstreams but 

local property. Siding of homes had holes in 

them,  a trailer home found itself upside 

down along the road side along with sheds, 

barns, corn fields and electrical wires all in-

curring major damage.  It was a wicked 

storm bruising the 

area with heavy 

rains, depositing 

these horrific golf 

ball size hail. Fun-

nel clouds were 

sighted in the area. 

We experienced 

wind gusts up to 

one -hundred miles 

per hour, it was 

quite a sight and 

sound to hear the 

wind raging 

through the area 

all the while breaking glass everywhere. We 

were helpless in the fury of nature, there was 

nothing we could do to prevent the destruc-

tion. But the spirit of WBCCI prevailed in us 

all as we banded together to help and en-

courage each other.  

Twenty -one unsuspecting members arrived 

on a beautiful clear day at the Rustic Barn 

Campground in Kieler, Wisconsin, Thursday, 

July 24, to participate in the Mystery Rally. 

That afternoon we enjoyed a relaxing ex-

tended happy hour and dinner on our own. It 

was a wonderful evening with a great sunset. 

Members present were Norm and Sharon 

White, Ron and Joan Goyke, Dick and Jean 

DeHahn, Carol and Dwight Dixon, Janice and 

Andrew Houzenga, Louise and Jerry Humble, 

Anita and Bob Koch, Monique Clark, David 

and Martha Clark, Bob and Sandy Whitesell. 

We all went to bed looking forward to an en-

joyable weekend.  

Friday had the promise of a perfect day for a 

road rally. We began with a communal break-

fast of pancakes and sausages, cooked by 

Dwight Dixon, Bob Whitesell, Jerry Humble 

and me, Martha Clark. We wore colorful 

aprons, the men were not afraid to show 

their feminine side. After breakfast we re-

ceived instructions by the very capable and 

entertaining ñRoad Rally Masterò, Bob White-

sell. The rally unfolded as we traveled 

through some of the most beautiful Wiscon-

sin topography trying to find the answers to 

the questions Bob, Sandy and Bobôs mother 

challenged us to answer. The search ended in 

Prairie Du Chien , allowing 

us to do some sightseeing  

on our own. before re-

turning to Kieler. We all 

came back to the camp-

ground satisfied after a 

afternoon of scouting for 

answers. Dick and Jean 

DeHahn were first place 

winners. Janice and Andy 

Houzinga were second 

place winners.  The se-

vere weather we experi-

enced after our return 

began innocently enough, 

grey clouds gathered, but not much more 

until later in the afternoon when a dark and 

heavy sky revealed itself. We moved our 

happy hour into the lovely ñRustic Barnò and 

figured that when the rain stopped we would 

have our cook -out.  It never happened. The 

storm descended on us with all its fury, but 

we all remained calm and enjoyed the snacks 

we brought with us. But then we became 

alarmed and aware that we were not in a 

typical storm. We certainly did not expect the 

weather to get this ugly. I tried to take pic-

tures but there was no visibility and the wind 

and hail was unimaginable, it was not safe 

for me to be outside taking pictures. We 

spent some time in the basement for fear the 

barn roof might collapse since a window in 

the roof of the barn broke.  Eventually the 

weather changed in its intensity and David, 

my husband ran through the driving rain to 

his trailer, as did Dwight Dixon. Dwight 

showed us the hail, some of them golf size 

and larger. ( continued next page)  

 

This is an example  of the hail that damaged 

our trailers ðthey where large and hard.  

Thousandõs of Dollars Damage to Airstreams Trailers Attending the NIU 

Mystery Rally at Kieler, Wisconsin   (we were òKieleredó!! Dick DeHahan) 

mailto:nswhite5840@gmail.com
mailto:robert.koch@worlnet.att.ney
mailto:kiltiecontra@msn.com
mailto:kiltircontra@msn.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
mailto:clarkooij@aol.com
http://www.holland1.org
http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
mailto:dwightdixon@yahoo.com
http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
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 Eventually everybody returned to their trailers to evaluate the 

damage. It is easy to have a good time and be positive when eve-

rything runs smoothly but clearly, the spirit of WBCCI prevailed 

among us as we assessed and 

learned the extend of the 

damage. It was a strange ex-

perience, were only a short 

time before there was a lovely 

and orderly campground with 

beautiful trees and undam-

aged Airstreams it now looked 

like a battlefield ðbut every-

one was most supportive and 

encouraging each other to 

remain positive.  

Our Friday night barbecue did 

not happen because all in our 

own way needed to digest the 

reality of what had happened. 

Bob Whitesell and Norm White 

rose to the occasion in their 

concern for our well being and 

that was much appreciated. 

They were the leaders they 

needed to be. We patched and 

taped what was leaking before 

darkness set in, and learned 

the full extent of the ñdingsò in 

our trailers Saturday morning.  

Saturday we again began the 

day with a communal breakfast 

of pancakes, eggs and sau-

sages, cooked by Dwight Dixon, 

Bob and Sandy Whitesell. After 

breakfast we all helped clearing 

the branches and leaves, work-

ing hard all morning. Many 

campers  helped clean their 

sites while Jerry Humble drove around on a tractor picking up the 

debris and Bob Whitesell with a non NIU member rode on top of 

the mess to be dumped somewhere. The owner of the campground 

treated us all to a lunch of Pizza as she was so grateful for our 

help.   

You know, nature happens , like life happens regardless of the 

plans you may be making -- we certainly learned that at the Mystery 

Rally, even the best laid plans can go astray at natureôs whim. We 

did have our barbecue Saturday 

evening and enjoyed being to-

gether and were most grateful that 

no one was hurt.  It was a comfort 

knowing that we were insured, that 

eased the shock.  

As I mentioned earlier, Bob and 

Sandy Whitesell and Bobôs Mother, 

Mrs. Whitesell developed and or-

ganized this successful 3 rd  Annual 

ñRoad Rallyò for us. Hopefully 

someday there will be a 25th Road 

Rally for NIU members. This Rally 

will be a memorable rally for us and 

Bobôs happy outlook helped us to 

continue the rally to a positive con-

clusion.   

Bob Whitesell was at his best as 

ñRoad Rally Masterò. But as enter-

taining as he was in that role, he 

was as spiritual and thoughtful 

when he led us in prayer in the 

campground chapel before we all 

left for home. It was a wonderful 

and fun rally despite this major un-

invited guest ðan angry mother 

nature.  

Dick DeHahn coined the word 

ñKieleredò that I used in the head-

ing of this article. He explained to 

me that those who experienced the 

storm at Bismark are referred to as 

being ñBismarkedò.  Like those who 

experienced the Bismarck event we 

can now be referred to as being ñKieleredò! 

 One can also say we were  ñBadgeredò in the Badger State? 

Breakfast on a beautiful Friday morning. From L to R are Norm White, 

Dwight Dixon, Janice and Andy Houzinga and David Clark, Ron and 

Joan Goyke seated with their back toward us. Louise Humble, Jean 

DeHahn, standing with their back toward the camera are Judy Jamison 

and me, Martha Clark, Sandy Whitesell sitting and Bob Whitesell.  

Our Rally ñRoad Rally Master and President Norm White presenting 

the results or our rally. My better half in the corner of the picture  is 

my better half, David Clark  

 An Arial view of the 2009 Interna-

tional Rally at Madison, Wisconsin. 

The decal and slogan, ñBe the best 

you can be ñ  has 

been replaced 

by a new decal and 

a new slogan 

ñExplore and Dis-

cover for the 2010 

International at Gillette, Wyoming. 

Hope to see you all there.  


